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Newtonhill, Muchalls & Cammachmore Community Council.  

Introduction  
NESTRANS, the Transport Partnership for Aberdeen City and Shire, has commissioned consultants AECOM to 
undertake a multi-modal study along the strategic transport corridor between Aberdeen and Laurencekirk.  
This document provides the response to this consultation by the Newtonhill, Muchalls & Cammachmore 
Community Council. 

The Community Council has undertaken a range of consultation exercises to gather local opinion on a variety 
of issues.  In May 2009, a Planning for Real event was held at the Bettridge Centre which was open to all 
residents of Newtonhill, Muchalls and Cammachmore.  This was followed my Making it Real in 2011, also at 
the Bettridge Centre.  In November 2013, a questionnaire was delivered to all households in Newtonhill, 
Muchalls and Cammachmore.   A similar questionnaire consultation was conducted in 2016.  Since then, we 
have published our Locality Plan (available on our website at https://www.nmccc.org.uk/).  This response is 
based on feedback from our local community. 

Active Travel 
An unexpected benefit of the COVID-19 pandemic has been the increased demand for safe cycling and walking 
routes.  During lockdown, many family groups were out walking or cycling every day, and this has continued 
now that restrictions have eased.  We live in a beautiful part of Scotland, and more people want access to it 
safely.  This increase in activity must be further encouraged to improve the physical health and mental 
wellbeing of the community. 

Core Path and other Walking routes 
An existing underpass offers an ideal, safe pathway under the A92 to link Newtonhill with West 
Cammachmore.  A network of footpaths links the eastern end of the underpass with Newtonhill Primary 
School, Tesco, Skateraw, the beach, East Cammachmore and the Core Path between Portlethen and Muchalls.  
On the western side there is also a network of paths and tracks linking with Chapelton, the Causey Mounth, 
West Cammachmore and beyond.  As well as enhancing the general footpath network, the underpass would 
become a ‘Safe Route to School’ between Chapelton, West Cammachmore and Newtonhill Primary School.  
NESTRANS has the opportunity and the resources to open up this network of routes to walkers and cyclists, 
thus providing more opportunities for active travel. 

There is a long-standing call for a safe cycle route between Newtonhill and Portlethen to provide access to the 
shops, the academy and onward to Aberdeen. 

The community has asked for improvements to the Coastal path south of Muchalls to enable walkers / off-
road cyclists to travel between Muchalls and Stonehaven following the coast and avoiding the busy A92.  

The path to the beach at Muchalls, washed away by violent storms, must be reinstated.  Access to the beach 
is viewed as a core asset by those who live in Muchalls.  There are many walkers, climbers, geologists, as well 
as local residents who want access to the beach. 

Problems associated with existing walking routes 
There are several areas around Newtonhill where parking on pavements is reported as being particularly bad. 
This, combined with overhanging hedges, can make the pavement unusable for pedestrians with prams or 
pushchairs and especially difficult for the partially sighted.  NESTRANS needs to find a solution to this problem 
if walking is to be encouraged. 

Transport and Connecting People 
Not everybody has a car and, with climate change becoming more of a problem, fewer journeys should be 
made by car.  To achieve the goal of fewer car journeys, we need better public transport system. 

https://www.nmccc.org.uk/
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Aberdeen Bus Station 
The Community Council, Transport Action Kincardine (TrAK) and others have long campaigned that Aberdeen 
Bus Station is not fit for purpose, especially when compared to facilities in other major cities in Scotland.  There 
is insufficient space for buses, especially when several long-distance buses (Megabus, Gold Bus, etc.) are 
parked.  There is insufficient space for people to stand and wait for buses; there is insufficient space for people 
to sit and wait for buses; information displays sometimes have the wrong information, especially regarding 
bus stance number.  The fact that the bus station is smaller than the Union Square car park speaks volumes 
about the lack of planning and investment.  The NESTRANS Regional Transport Strategy 2040 recognises that 
Aberdeen Bus Station is not fit for purpose and that action needs to be taken.  This is something that every 
bus user has been saying since the remodelled Union Square bus station opened.  NESTRANS must not fail 
commuters and other bus users. 

Buses 
After many years of campaigning, Newtonhill now has a very reasonable bus service.  With the proposed 
introduction of free bus travel for anyone under 22, we expect to see an improved level of bus usage.  
NESTRANS has an important part to play in encouraging more people to use bus transport, rather than cars. 

Park & Ride and Park & Choose 
The Park & Ride facility at Newtonhill, known locally as the Park & Choose, is a well-used and valuable facility 
for local residents.  One of the main reasons for its success is that it is close enough to residential areas to walk 
to.  It is especially important for residents of Muchalls and Cammachmore to be able to catch the bus without 
the need to run across the busy A92.   

A Park & Ride facility at Portlethen would be of very little value to residents of Newtonhill, Muchalls, 
Cammachmore and Chapelton.  If it is necessary to drive any further than one could comfortably walk, then 
there is no point in stopping to wait for a bus.  With the decrease in employment opportunities in Aberdeen 
and more working from home, there is little chance of success for a Portlethen Park and Ride.  It is highly likely 
that it would turn into a white elephant, like the one at Craibstone.  It has been suggested that a route to the 
Aberdeen Airport could also be incorporated into the Park & Ride, but it has already been shown that there is 
little demand for such a route. 

Newtonhill Railway Station 
There has always been a mixed feeling about the reopening of Newtonhill Station.  With the railway line 
passing through the heart of the village, it seems odd not to have a station; journey times to Aberdeen could 
be reduced to just a few minutes.  Trains stopping at Newtonhill will only be local services.  To travel south, 
beyond Montrose, it will be necessary to change trains.  A local service will be useful for travel to and from 
Aberdeen and several residents have asked for that.  Travel to the stations at Portlethen and Stonehaven is 
convenient for the Academy Schools and medical services, but not so useful for the shops or employment. 

Some residents have expressed concerns about car parking creating severe problems and consequently, the 
provision of a railway station will be a complex decision that the entire community should be offered the 
opportunity to feed in to.  For the station to be viable, it will need to attract significant passenger numbers.  
In 2019/20, Portlethen had in excess of 30,000 return journeys.  The population of Newtonhill is growing and 
so is that of Chapelton, but currently their combined population remains at around a third of the size of 
Portlethen.  This could supply the necessary passenger numbers, but few will choose to walk to the station 
from Chapelton.  Depending on the location of any proposed station, there may be little opportunity for off-
road parking, so roads close to the station will become blocked.  Commuters may use the car park at the 
Bettridge Centre, leaving no space for users.  It may be possible to create a parking area beside the railway off 
Old Mill Road.  Ultimately, parking restrictions may need to be imposed.   

With decline in travel to work, increased unemployment and more working from home, there is likely to be a 
reduced demand for a station in Newtonhill.  If the proposed Aberdeen Rapid Transit system were to be 
extended to Stonehaven and to include the Newtonhill Park & Choose, then it could provide a superior 
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alternative to catching a train from Newtonhill Station.  At the same time, journey times to the central belt 
would not be compromised. 

The Rapid Transit bus service, proposed by NESTRANS, may be a more suitable option for both Newtonhill and 
Chapelton.  NESTRANS must consider all options to create the best possible solution. 

Other Transport Issues 

Potholes and other road defects 
Over the past few years, it has been noticed that reported road defects are not being repaired.  The 
Community Council continues to report road problems to Aberdeenshire Council’s Roads Department, but still 
nothing happens.  Perhaps NESTRANS can provide a solution. 

Electric car charging points 
We are told that petrol and diesel cars will no longer be in production after 2035.  More charging points for 
electric cars are needed.  All new housing must include dedicated charging points for electric vehicles.  Perhaps 
NESTRANS can provide a solution. 

The Strategic View 
When considering regional transport infrastructure, NESTRANS needs to take a strategic view and ensure that 
potential routes, for example for the Rapid Transit system, are reserved and protected from housing or 
business development.  There are examples in Newtonhill, where better forward planning would have enabled 
better infrastructure and transport links. 

Conclusion 
The Community Council looks to NESTRANS to ensure delivery of a comprehensive, high quality and safe active 
travel network from Portlethen to Stonehaven and connecting Newtonhill to Chapelton via the underpass 
under the A92.  We need to regain and maintain access to the countryside, foreshore, and more safe pathways.  
The increased demand for local walks, cycle routes etc. should be recognised and investment directed towards 
that end.  

Extending the proposed Aberdeen Rapid Transit system to include Newtonhill and Stonehaven could provide 
a superior alternative to catching a train from Newtonhill Station.  NESTRANS needs to investigate all options 
further. 

NESTRANS needs to make “the considerable improvement of Aberdeen Bus Station by the end of 2022” as 
one of its primary goals. 

We urge NESTRANS to spend its limited resources on providing the best return to the long-term benefit of 
businesses and residents. 


